Grant Bruce Aberdeen EIS Secretary writes:

"Aberdeen EIS have applied for a licence to hold a march down Union Street to the Arts Centre on Saturday 1st October.  The main purpose of the march and rally will be to let Aberdeen Councillors see the strength of feeling from concerned citizens and City Council employees. The message will be that after 4 years of severe cuts to education in the city, enough is enough.  We've already had expressions of support from other public sector trade unions who will join us on the day.  We also intend to enlist the support of parents' groups, community groups and the young people of the city.  

EIS local associations from all over the north east intend to organise buses to transport their members to the city as the north east's focus for the EIS National campaign based on "Why must our children pay?"  The main speaker at the Arts Centre rally will be Susan Quinn, EIS National Vice President.  We also anticipate great support from our members in north east colleges and universities who have suffered their own funding crises in recent years.
Despite the claims from the Council that it is business as usual and that the quality of provision has not suffered following 4 years of cuts, the citizens of our city know differently.  The loss of 300 teachers, 350 pupil support assistants and now 50 admin/clerical staff has made it much harder for school staff to maintain the quality of service we would wish to provide for our pupils and their parents.  By September the true effect of this year's cuts will be felt in schools and we would hope to see the biggest EIS march and rally in Aberdeen since the teachers' industrial action of the mid-1980s. 

Yesterday saw UK wide public sector strike action against the Westminster Government's pension reforms and the march and rally will also provide a platform for the north east's public sector unions to campaign to protect our pensions.  
We acknowledge the appointment of SNP Councillor Callum McCaig as the new leader of the Council and trust that the hopeful noises from Wednesday’s full council meeting will see a shift away from the Lib/Dem and Conservative party agenda of the Council being a service commissioner rather than a service provider.
We feel that a large turnout on the streets of Aberdeen on Saturday 1 October will help make the case for a fairer distribution of funding for north east local authorities when the new SNP Government in Edinburgh distributes the 2012/13 budget later this year.”
Message ends. 

